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IE 
PREFACE: 
TI HE laft Year I publiſy's a Fifth of November Sermon, under 
a 


this Name, The Ass or the Serpent; or a Compariſon between 

the Tribes of Issacnar and DAN, in their regard for Civil Li- 
berty. Tho' this Title is founded on the very Words of my Text, yet I 
be feve the Oddneſs of it has made ſome People uneaſy. The EXAMINER, 
w ho is hir'd to abuſe thoſe that ave ſingled out for him, and the PosT- 
Boy, who is commanded to do it, have each of em, in their different 
Ways, treated me as they have done the beſt Men in the Nation; and I 
think it ſo far from a Diſhonour to have my Name thrown into thoſe Pa- 
pers, Which are but the Common-Shore of Scandal, that it gives me 4 
SatisfaFion to be number d with Perſons, whoſe Works praiſe em in the 
Gates. Andit's a Pleaſure that I have not done any thing vile enough againſt 
the Proteſtant Religion, and the Liberties of my Country, to be commended 
by thoſe two Authors. Let em write and rail on, they are juſt in that 
very Way with me that I wiſb for. 

AnoTarR Gentleman, who has a mind to be as obſruve ai his Works 
are, has crit a Pamphlet, which be calls (as be truly may) Some ſhort 
Reflections upon Mr. BrapBury's late Libel, Ec. The Sum of this 
Book, i; to make a Rumbling with Rabbies, Fathers, ani! Modern Fu- 
ries ; then to repre ſent me as dangerous to the Government, that it's time 
our Toleration vas taken away ; and to ſupport theſe H-naturd Whimy, 
he bas given ſuch Paſſages as Quotations out of my Sermon, which ever 
Reader knows were never in it. This could only be 'oſible to one 
has taken cate not to be known, that he may be in no danger of bluſhing, 
We are now peſter d in all our Aſſemblies, both Religious and Civil, with a 
ſort of Officers,call'd Lyons; to thoſe Political Brutes I would recommend my 
Friend, and thoſe of his Reach, as a good Sett of Jackalls. If it's the Perſon 
T take it for, he has writ a great many little Books, and to ſo little Pur. 
Poſe, that as he never was anſwer'd, ſo I dare engage he never will be 5 
for teuill be always impoſſible to confute a way of Arguing, which it is 
ſcandalous to imitate. | 

Brstprs theſe, I have a whole Preface fung at me by 4 Clergyman 
of Yearly Fame, Mr. Luxz Mitzourne, who at certain Times dots 

ly tell us, that be is Presbyter of the Church of England. From 
him, I 2 confeſs, I expected to have at leaſt good Words, A 
Man that bas writ a T * por of the Pſalms and Thomas 1 Kempls, 
and was ſo conſcious to his Sufficlency in Poetry, as to give us Notes up. 
on DxypeN's Virgil; From ſuch an one, ch would not promiſe himſelf 
an eaſier Temper and much politer Language than a prot muddy Curate 
can come upto? But - - - alas! how dangerous is it for a fine Pen to 
U#ite Thirtieth of January Sermons, or any thing in Defence of an Af, 
or a Tory? You ſpall ſee how ſoft and tlean bis Stile is : He tells. 1, 
That he tead the Aß̃ in every Page; that the Preacher of rhisDiſ- 
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* courſe is H. PeTers$ Junior, alias Tromas BraDeury, a Predicant 
© of D. W. Miſſion, (that Phraſe wants a Note more than Dxxpun 
did) * and bleſß'd almoſt with a double Portion of his Ordainery fhery 
Spirit, and ungratcſul Inſolence.“ After this, be gives me a Name 
that may run very eaſy off his Tongue, but J dare hardly venture it ug. 
on mine, Athcological Boutefeu. He has pronuenc d this Sentence upon 
that ſmall Work, That it is the moſt conlummate piece of Ignorance, 
* and Impudence that ever was vented ſince the Days of his , (506 aw 
© HucH of Infamou Memory:“ And he is ſo pleas'd with making bimſel 
my Godfather by this Title, That young Hucn and ſecond PETERS come 
over and over again. I can away with his calling me a © Preſumptu- 
* ous Son of Igaorance, and Outrageous Incendiary,” when be bas 
thrown off the Command of Modeſty, Fuſtice and Reaſon ſo far, as to 
comprehend the cuhole Body of Diſſenters in this Character, hey are a 
& Tribe of ſtrong Aſſes, crouching down between two Burthens, A- 
© therfm and Phanaticiſm. 

I MusT confeſs, I have no Inclination to venture my ſelf into a Quar- 
rel with one who is troubled with a Chronical Fury, and N ſo near 
the return of bis it; but the Deference | owe to hos good Caule, which 
to me appears both true and glorious, has ſo much command over me, that 
I will give my free Thoughts upon every thing that bears#he face of an Ar- 
gument againſt it in his Preface and Sermon, I find he lays a great deal of 
Weight upon any good that's ſaid of an Aſs, or of Iſſachar in Scripture, 
or any thing ill that cve read of inthe Serpent, or the Tribe of Dan. Nay, 
he pretends to hook me upon © valuing thoſe, who like the Adder ſtop 
their Ears to the Voice of the Charmer, tho' he charm never ſo wiſe- 
*ly.” But, if this muſt go for Reaſoning, I don't [ce how any one Com- 
pariſon in the Bible can give us the leaſt Idea of Right or Wrong. T here 
are few Alluſions that may not be turn'd ſeveral ways, and the ſame 
Metaphor does equally ſerve a Commendation, and a Reproach. Will any 
one ſay that when a wicked Ruler over a poor People is called a roaring 
Lion, that it's with a Reputation to him, (Prov. xv. 15.) becauſe God 
himſelf has expreſs d his own Providence by that Similitude,(\faoot.4.) 
Or can there be a Perſon ſo weak and <vicked as to think better of a L ief 
in the Night, from ozr Lord's reſembling bis own Coming by it? 'Tis 
no foult in the Serpent (if ſbe has that Faculty) to ſtop her Ear againſt 
the Charmers ; if Nature bas given her that Defence againſt an Enemy, 
it is to be nd; and yet this Thing that is innocent enough in that Crea- 
ture, may be 2 proper Alluſion to the Vileneſs of thoſe great ones that wall 
not ſpeak Rightcouſneſs, nor judgc uprightly, but weigh the violence 
ot their Hands in the Farth, Pſal. lviu. 1, 2, 4, 5. ; 

Hr. inſinuates, that this could not be underſtood in a Contempt of Iſſa- 
char; © Firſt, becauſe it's call'd Jacos's Bleſſing hrs Sons; and Fe- 
ce ond, Mosrs fcaks well ol that Cribe,” But bow little Sway theſe 
Tings ought to have, will ſoon appear; 'tis ſaid that he bleſſed eve- 
r one of 'em according to his Bleſſing; but tis impoſſible to underſtand | 
all that he ſays of em in that Senſe, Mas it Bleſſing RvuBeN, when be 
calld him unſtable as Water, and ſoretcld he ſnould not Excell > Pm 4- 
fraid, by the Spirit that Foams in ſome late Sermons, that aue have 
Preachers COH would like the Temper of Siren and 1 EVI, in being Bre- 
thren, and having Inſtruments of Cruelty in their Habitat ons; Le 

ger | 


n 


Anger they will flay a Man, and in their Self-will, dig down a Wall; 
but certainly they are not fo mad as to call the Lot of theſe two Tribes a 
Bleſſing ; when their pious Father (cho night foreſce that the Pri ſthood, 
evonld ſpringfrom one of em) ſaid, Curſed be their Anger, forit was fierce 
and their Wrath, for it was cruel ; I Will divide them in Jacos, and 
ſcatter them in IAI. I don ſuppoſe that Moſes's Bleſſing was incon. 
1 with Jacob's; and yet the one may admire the very Tribe that 
the ot her condemns, becauſe All that deſcended from it were neither 
involved in one Guilt, nor ſharers in the ſame Glory, Jacob calls Simeon 
and Levi Murderers, and Truce-breakers; Moſes ſaith nothing at all of the 
former, but the latter be admires for what they dd in the great Revolt. 
at Mailah and Meribah, and recommends him to the Bleſſing of God as his 
holy one. 
HE little flings that he has at thoſe of a former Generation,calling em 
© rebellious Saints, execrable Regicides, whom God permitted to go cut 


of the World with a Lie in their Mouths,” are ſo profane and unbecom- 


ing one who knows that Vengeance belongs to God, aud ſo needleſs Fifty 
Years after their Death, and is fuch a railing Accuſition as Mrcnazr 
the Arch-Angel durſt not uſe to the Devil hin ſeli, that I cuill not retort 
it, Tho what does this Gentleman think of Fenwick, Friend, Parkins, 
Charnock, Rookwocd, Aſhton, and others «ho were Executed for a 
Defign of murdering King William, fairly proved upon *em ; and yet a- 


doc d it, bad Abſolution given em, and declar'd it agrecable to the Do- 


ctrine of the Church of Fngland ? His Flirts at the Original Contract, 
and telling us that © all theſe Civil Liberties are but the Chimæra's of 
* our own Brain,” ſbews that the Revolaticn is a M ſtery to him, if it 
be not a Burden, In that great and noble Vete that loos'd the Bands 
from our Necks, the Lords and Commons declar'd, that Ring james bad 
broke the Original Contract: And how ell it becomes a Man, who is ſo 
afraid to ſpeak Evil of Dignities, to be merry with the Solemnity of theſe 
Terms, is what the World will judge of. Would he perſuade us that 
there's no ſuch thing as Liberty? Or does be think that à few noiſy uncon- 
nected Sentencts, which may do well enough for a Rattle, muſt ever paſs 
for an Argument? He covers his Reſtections by ſaying, that © what the 
© Ten Tribes got by their Revolt was what we would now be at, vis. 
& A Toleration of any Religion but the true;“ which is falſe both in us 
and them. Till he could prove It againſt me, either as my declard Opini. 
on, or a Natural Dag my Principles, he ſhotld not condemn 
me as puilty of that which I reckon the vileſt Plunder in the World, vi. 
the bindring any ſrom the Werſbip of God, according to the beſt Liebi they 
have. The Ten Tribes did not bring Idolatry into th-ir Claim of R ight; 
they complain'd of a heavy Yoke upon 'em, which the King, upon the Ad. 
vice of his New Miniſtry threaten'd to make <corſe ; for this they Re- 
belld, and did <vell in it: There was a Divine Prophecy and Approbati- 
on upon that great At; and it's a Thing not blam'd in Scriptrve, that 
«hen Rehoboam ſent Adoram, who was over the Tribute, and therefore 
it's likely had multiplied their Taxes, that they ſlon'd him, and he died. 
croboam was not guilty in having another Throne, but in flling the 
orſhip of God cuith human Inventions, Twas by this, and not bis 
Rebellion, that he made IsRAr to fin. 
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Hie Violence to Expreſſions that ave enſy enough, is below a Man of 

op Learning as I know be bas, andthe T. emper that I bear runs thro 

us Converſation, Thus, becauſe I bad ſaid that the Fearful and Unbe. 
lier ſtand in the front of Sinners, or: xx1,) be ſaith, © I pretend 
* to fl Hell with thoſe that fear God and the King, and am againſt 
working out my Salvation with fear and trembling, and am for feed 
ing my ſelf without Fear, and am like the LI Via THAN, made with 
out Fear,” Certainly this Man's Concordance is to him only a beay 
of Stones, that he may pelt as long as a Word lafts. 
8 He ſurprizes me with ſaying, that © he never writ for Paſſive 
Obedience; and if ſo, Why is be thus angry that I have writ againſt 
it? The Examples that he produces out of Scripture, I ſball conſider ; 
but his Thebean Legion be may take back anain if be pleaſes. What 
does be mean by «© Moſes's not oppoſing Pharaoh, and ſaying that he was 
then at the Head of the greater Army *” Mere not lirael apprehen- 
five of their Danger? Whatever they might be in Numbers, they were 
unarmed againſt all the Glory of Egypt. Pharaoh thought himſelf ſe- 
cure of. em, and made no doubt of it when he ſaid, 1 will purſue, I wall 
overtake, I will deſtroy, &#c. And could Moſes tie his Hands with any 
ſenſe of Allegiance ? Was Pharach then their Sovereign? David's Car- 
riape to Saul, I have conſider d in the following Sermon: But I wonder 
he ſhould bring Ahab's ſurviving the Murder of Naboth, as an 2 
that Kinos are to do what Miſchief they will, and none ts to wit ſtand 
em. Did not the Prophet tell him upon that Wickedneſs, that he ſqld 
himſelf to do Evil, and that where the Dogs had licked NaBoTH's Blood, 
they ſhould lick his? And was not Irn anointed to cut off the Houſe 
of Anar his MasrIn? And to inſpire him in that Act of National Fu. 

ice, the Night before he did it, God brought freſo upon his Mind the 
lood of NazoTH. I know that Jezebel talk'd very much the Language 
of cur Auther ; ſhe that made God her Feſt, and the King her Fool, pro- 
claim'd a Faſt, and bad a Man condem nd for — God and the 
King : She wos full of Hiſtory and Zeal againſt Regicides, and could 
clamour as loud rom a Window, as ſome do from a Pulpit, Had Zink! 
Peace that flew his Maſter ? Tho her Whoredoms and Witchcrafts are ſo 
many, yet ſhe gets into all the Cant of Loyalty ; but as God is not to 
be mocked, ſo her Name is branded, her End is dreadful, they burI'd 
ber down in a Moment, for the H rſes to trample, and the Dogs to eat. 

Hr has drawn up one Charee ageinſt me, which if true, it's pity I 

ſpould ever enter the Pulpit ; and if falſe, tis as great a ſpame that He 
ſhould : © 1 cannot nd, ſys be, one ſingle Text quoted, but which 
* he has HH hem'd, profa::'d and ridicubd to the utmoſt of his Power.” 
T'is is a preat deal more than miſtaking a Scripture ; that's what I'm 
as lialle to as anether, and I thank this Author for giving me one In. 
ftrnre of it, I had ſid that Arxanan led five Kings Captive, which 
IT cu wwrs « Wrong beth to the Story, and to my Argument ; for*tis plain, 
he kd , which I might have vemember'd from the New Teſtamegt, 
as well is the Old. The Apoſle thought it an Action ſo glerious, that 
be giu-t us the Tine of Melchizedek's meeting him, *twas as he re- 
turu d from the S!-nohrer of the Kings; ard if this Gentleman or 2 
one elſe will ſh-57 heft I have miſtaben a Text, Iſhall freely own my ſelf 
bis Proſelzte ; Lut for blaſpheming, profaning and ridiculing that m_ 
wy — | Tic 
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ehich I take fer my only Rule of Faith, Worſbip, and Pratice, « and 


by which I know the Secrets of all Hearts will be judged, tis what] 
have always abhorr d, and, thro' the Grace of God, ſpall never allow my 
im 


He #s ſo afraid of coming into Temper, that when he owns I have ſaid - 


well, and cannot find in his Heart to rail at me, he turns his Fury upon 
the good old Cauſe, and tells us that © the Friends of That carry on all 
cc their Deſigns by Fraud and Lying.” What's that to me if they do? N 
own that a Bleſfng will not go along with ſuch Meaſures as deſtroy the 
Fuſtice and Equity that ſhould keep the World together; and whoever they 
are that break ſolemn Leagues, that take Oaths to one Prince and think 

another, that abjure the ſame Creature as an Impoſtor, whom they cui 

for as a Sovereign, that endeavour to fill one Houſe of Parliament with 
a Go New Members, and the other by mobbing and bribing, ub 
can Adviſe the Polling of Men in their Graves, the Indies, or ſuchas baue 
no mn let their Party be what it will, I am ſo far from approving 
4 ſuch Ways, that tho they be ſprung from the good old Cauſe it ſelf, may 
their End be according to their Works. However I cannot but let the 
Author know, He is either unacquainted with that Story, or has a Mind 
that Others ſhould be ſo; had he read my Lord Clarcndon's Account, and 
reſolꝰ d to be honeſt, he would fill his Pages with ſomething more to the 
Purpoſe than noily Exclamations, that convince the World of nothing bat 
the Writer's Emptineſs. I have read many a Thirtieth of January Ser. 
mon, and they are ſo much the ſame that I can obſerve very little new in 


em but a Tranſpoſition of Terms : Lit but any one take a feww ratling 


Words for his Materials, ſuch as Schiſmaticks, Athciſts, Rebels, Trai- 
tors, Miſcreants, Monſters, Enthuſiaſts, Hypocrites, Lord's Anointed, 
Sacred Majeſty, God's Vicegerent, impious, blaſpheme, Damnation; ffir 


_ theſe together in a warm Head, and after a very little ſhaking, bring em 


out, Scum and all, diſtribute *em into ſeveral Periods, and your Work 
is half done : If ſuch Expreſſions as Religion, Conſcience, Juſlice, 
Privilege of Parliament, innocent Blocd, Liberty and Property come 
in. your Way, take off the Crudities from ſome of em by ſoftning Epi- 
thets, call it mock-Parliament, falſe Religion, pretended Conſcience, 
and tell the World roundly, that their Privileges, Trades, Cidil-Rigbts 
and Liberties are Chimæra's; that ſuch Talk ſmells rank of Forty One, 
and is a certain Mark of a Villain, and an Enemy to the Government. 
But ſball filling an Hour with ſuch Stuff as this go for a Faſt, and 
an acceptable Day to the Lord? Is this being humbled for our Sins ? 
When Ezra bluſhed aud was aſbam'd to lift up bis Head, does be mean 
no more than a fluſter'd Face and plowing Cheeks, that take all their 


Heat ar an inward Paſſion? How have the Swearers and Drunkards 


been harden'd by bearing Godlineſs it ſelf ſo ill match'd to the Fithets 
that ſuch as Me. Milbourne have given it? He that allows himſelf ſuch 
aukward Words as hypecritical and rebellious Saints, bas Reaſon to fer 
that ſome will ſo confound theſe Ideas, as to think that to he a Faint is 
to be a Rebel. And how many are there that after ſuch Diſcourſes bleſe 
themſelves in their own Hearts, tho' they commit Uncleanneſꝭ with 
Greedineſs? And beſides, I muſt tell him, tho” ſuch Preaching has.vcen 
very agreeable to the Luſt of Princes, yet it has often prov'd fatal to their 


Thrones. I have thought that the Tiirtieth of January Sermons coſt | 


Ning, 
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King James his three Crowns, Men of corrupt Minds were ſtill addreſ- 
Eng themſelves to his Humour, till they 2 'd him on to the Fate that be- 
came publick enough. And when they cried 7 his Power as ſacred, 
and told him all his Actions were uncontroll'd, he no ſooner took em at 
their Word, but they left him in the Lurch: And he judę d extremely 
right in his Troubles, when he cryd out, with a Concern that I ſhould 
bave pitied, upon ſeeing a Clergy-Man, Ah Sir, it's the Men of your 
Cloth that have brought me to this. Tas the Unbappineſs 7 that 
Prince to believe thoſe in their Sermons and Adureſſes who never believ d 
#bemſelves. They may talk of Paſſive Obedience, Reſignation, Meek- 
meſs and Patience; but the general Filthineſs of their Lives, and their 
Haſtineſs to Anger with all the World, make em a wretched Party for 
any King to truſt in. The Memorial of the Church of England tells us 
indeed, that Non-Reſiſtance has been always their Principle, but they 
confeſs, Nature 1s apt to rebel againſt . and we believe em when 
. they ſay, that in thoſe Caſes the Odds are on Nature's Side. Such a 
mice Diſtinction as this do wwe find in the Addreſs preſented to the Queen 
ſome time ago by the Clergy cf London; They call ber Majeſty's Aut ho- 
rity irreſiſtible, and yet the next Breath ſucksthat in, for they ſay as they 
have withſtood, ſo they will withſtand again; nay, Mr. MiLBovene 
bimſelf has bis Thoughts lying ſo looſe as to ſay, Pag. 2. That if 
* the Fews could have prov'd their Charge (againſt our Saviour) or 
our Infidels (againſt King Charles the Firſt) the 


eCroſs and the Scaffold 
* would have been deſerved. ” So that he does not by this ſeem to be 
angry at their accuſing and trying him, but their not proving any Thing ; 
1 am ſorry this ſbould fall under the Eye of any Republican, <vho [ fear 
will be apt to ſay, they were not like to prove when he world not plcad. 
I dare ſay the good Presbyter of the Church of England had no Heften 
to betray the Royal Cauſe into ſo much Contempt: My Charity for bim 
makes me think, that ſometimes he evrites he knows not cubat. There's 
another Paſſage ſo unouarded, , which had it come from an Antimonar- 
chical Writer in this Government and Miniſtry, woe be to him, Pag. 14. 
* Where Won are concern'd in Robberies, thoſe Robberies are 
* attended with Murder, that fimerous Sex concluding, that them- 
5 ſelves and their Companions can never be ſafe, fo long as there are 
any left alive who may diſcover em. 
Hr is angry that I ſay, There's nothing in any one Doctrine of Chri- 
ſtianity that will tye up the Hands of an injur'd People, This he 
calls © a Diſcovery reſerved for long-headed Popes, and ſays it 1s ht tobe - 
& reviv'd by the SidNuxs, Locks, HoaDLyss, BurNETs, BRADBURYS, 
Ec. I beartily thank him for putting me into ſuch Company; and if 
be likes to herd with the Sibthorps, Manwarings, Hicks, Sach—-IIs 
Wel ne, Leſleys and Ropers, both Sides are pleasd : The Great 
Algernon Sidney crit <vith a S;irit that none of bis Adverſaries could 
gainſiy or reſiſt, and therefore they cut off his Head: But no Perſon 
ill much value the poor fing of our Author who reads the Book of that 
truly noble Perſon, by it he being dead yet ſpeaketh. And I cannot but 
#hink there's a great deal of Difference between a Man's Sealing the 
Cauſe of Liberty and that of Tyranny with his Blood : Indeed <ve ſel- 
dom hear of any Volunteers for the Later, who make a King a Preſent 
of their Heads by Way of Sample to their Doctrine; But would not ſuch 
an 


* 
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an One die a8 a Fool dies? How intrepid have thoſe of the other Sort 
come to the Block? And, for my Part, I have that Veneration for cubat 
a ſerious Man ſays in ſo full a Prof & of Eternity, that I ſhould not 
much beed the whole Volley of the Clergy againſt a certain Gentleman ow 
the Scaffold, who told the Executioner, Before thou canſt ſay, here's 
the Head of a Traitor ; the Angels will haye cried'to Heaven, We 
come with the Soul of a Saint, As much above the [ll-Manners 1. this 
Author is that Learned Bihop whom he joins with Hobbs. His Hiſtory 
of the Reformation, and his late Introduction to the Third Volume; His 
many er the Preſs and Pulpit, the Fervour and Argument of 
thoſe Warnings he has given the Nation, «vill convince any one, that 4 
Perſon who can chayge him with reviving Popiſh Doctrines, is reſolu'd 
to live evithin no Rules, either of Truth or Decency, "2 
Tus Texts that he throws together of © turning the other Cheek, 
doing good to ſuch as hate us, recompencing to no Man Evil for 
** Fvil, not avenging our ſelves, being Obedient to Maſters, not on- 
* lyto the good and gentle, but alſo to the froward,” do no more re- 
gard our Behaviour to a Prince than to any other Enemy ; and if be takes 
*em in an abſolute Senſe, they as much oblige his e e to a Cox- 
comb that ſhall huff him in the Streets, or a litigious Neighbour, as to 
bis Soveraien, But how little are Kings oblig d to ſuch Argumen s, as 
call for the Subjects Duty to em, on the Suppoſition of their being the 
preateſt Villains and Plagues on the Earth? ] have run this length, 
I canhot forbear giving the Reader a Specimen of this Author's Expoſition 
on thoſe Words, Rulers are not a Terror to good Works, but to the 
Evil. Would not any one have unde»ſtood this to be a Deſcription of good 
Maeiftrates, ſuch as ave calld the Ordinance of God; and. from 
evhom, if wwe do good, we may expect Praiſe of the ſame * Such are 
God's Miniſters attending continually upon this very thing. Now all 
this our Author can take in ſuch a Senſe, that it ai be true of Nzo, 
CaLltcurA, or any Tyrant, nay of a Fool er a Sot, <uho attends to no- 
thing, He makes thoſe Chorn@+crs not refer to the Soveraign but the 
People, and his Three Propoſitions from the Text are theſe, * 

«© TraT he, who exerciſes himſelf in good Works, never entertains 
© any Fears or Jcaloufies of the Supreme Magiſtrate, or his lawful 
* Governours : And 

* Tuar he, who exerciſes himſelf in that which is Evil, is always 
& under violent Suſpicions of his lawful Governours : And 

© Tarar he, who is full of Guilt and Suſpicion, wall always ſtudy 


- © to revenge himſelf on that Power which he ſtands in fear of.“ 


You ſee he's reſoly'd to bring the Mountain to Mahomet : But is not 
making the Scriptures to mean any thing, the way to have em mean 
Nothing? 1s it net inſolent to the laſt degree that a Man will rather 
ſhock the Senſe» and Solemnity of Grd's Werd. than be patient of any 
Danger to his own Scheme? At this rate of turning Thines, David's 
fendirg out Sbies to know <whether Saul Was coming after him, his 
communing with ov arHAN, d ſaying, There is but a ſtep between 
me and Death. ar- ſo many Mnrks of an Evil Doer. The poer Trench 
Preteftarts, evho fled rom a fime Country, could not entertain Suſpicions 
of their -<0\ul Gov" or, unleſs they crere Villains. No evonder that 4 


great part of the Sermen is a Þ anegyrick on Perſecution, «hics T cply fey 
this 
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this in anſwer to; That it's 1 but he <vas in France, where be migh 

ſoon bave as much of that B Hue as world make his Heart ake, But, 
as 1 obſerves, when thoſe Men admire Sufferings for Reli- 
gion, they never mean their own, Upon the Whole, What can any Perſon 
think of a Writer, whois ſo free in charging others with a Profanation of 
11 Scripture ? Can any one read this Performance without thinking either 
nm ' the Text or the Preacher ridiculous? And is this the Man who was to 
| { i our Religion againſt the Deiſts? Will 2 ener think the better 


i'F of Reveal d Books, by his Comments on em? n he crit in that 
1 ontroverſy, he either did it with ſuch a Clamour and Bitterneſs as be 
if | now uſes, or he did not: If be did, he ſpoil d a Good Cauſe with a 

foul Spirit : If be did not, he has more Leal for the Luſt of his Prince, 
than the Divinity of our Saviour : But is it not Time to renounce 
thoſe hidden Things of Diſhoneſty ? This is too groſs to have it call d 
walking in Craftineſs, but *tis handling the Word of the Lord 
deceitfully. 

He concludes his Sermon «vith an Account that London has a Club 
of thoſe God-mocking Wretches, who profane this Day with impious 
< feaſting.” As I never was preſent at ſuch an Aſſembly, ſo it is but 
lately that I was well aſſur d any Perſons of Note could be guilty of a 
Thing ſo ludicrous ; but I am ſatisfied, it has been done within thoſe few 
Tears; tho' I can tell him, (that excepting One) all the Perſons who 
met there, ave ſuch as our Author and his Party do Now admire for 
ftanch Churchmen, and Lovers of Monarchy ; and much Foy may be 
bade of a flying Squadron, who. gan ſtep ſo faſt from prophaning n Da 
to adore it, But if there is any thing of this kind, I know none ſo muc 
to blame for it as thoſe High-flying Preachers that give the Irritation. 
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90 From this ſort of Sermons many, I ſbould fear, would come with: either 
BY Anger or Mirth enough for ſuch a Deſign. For, after they have attended 
1 on a Parſon, and find he has not the Law of Truth in his Mouth (ei- 


ther Truth of Argument or Facts) but inftead of that, Iniquity Fres 
41 in his Lips, they go away to be at once reveng d on his Malice, and di. 
ö verted with his Nonſence. I ſhould not have follow'd this Author ſuch a 
41 length as I have done, if it had not kept me ſtill in view of that Princi- 
5 ple, upon which I ſubmit the Revolution and this Government as law. 
ful, viz. That if a Prince breaks the Fundamental Laws that ſecure 
the Rights and Liberties of his People, tis juſt for them to take their 
Remedy. If I had not believ'd this to be true, I muſt either haue been a 
Non juror or a Knave. And that ſuch a Turn as this is what the People 
of Iſrael were contending for, wvil!, I hope, be evident from the Story on 
which I have founded the following Sermon. 
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1 CHRON. xii. 16, 17, 18. 


And there came of the Children of Benjamin 


and Judah to the Hold unto David, 
And David went out to meet them, and anſwer'd 
' and ſaid unto them, If ye be come peaceably 
unto me to help me, mine Heart ſhall be knit 
unto jou; but if ye be come to betray me to 4 
mine Enemies, ſeeing there is no Wrong in | 
my Hands, the God of our Fathers look there- 
on, and rebuke it. 
Then the Spirit came upon Amaſai, who was 
chief of the Captains, and he ſaid, Thine 
are we, David, andon thy ſide, thou Son 
of Jeſſe ; Peace, Peace be unto thee, and 
Peace be to thine Helpers, for thy God 
helpeth thee. 


Haves choſen this Text to ſerve your Meditati- 

ons on the Wonders of this Day, that at One 

View you may make in the Caſe of Two Ages; 

and fee that it always was, and always will be, 
both the Duty and Glory of a People to break any 
Yoke that's hung upon their Liberty: Nor have I the 
leaſt fear to do this, at a Time when the Cauſe it ſelf 
is run down by Men of corrupt Minds, and deſtitate of 1 Tim. vi. 
the Truth, ſuppoſing that Gam is Godlineſs, whoſe only 5+ 
Religion lies in their Great Places: This, I 17 
makes the Deſign as dear to me as ever; becauſe 
theſe Thoughts return on a Day that is much to be Exod. X. 
obſerved to the Lord in all our Generations: And, I hope, 42+ 
the Wrath of Man ſhall be of little value with my Soul, 
whilſt Lam tracing the Glories of ſuch a Providence, 
and calling over the Wonders of Old: Tis, I confels, 
like /onging the Songs of Zion on the Banks of Babylon ; 
but tho” it be ſo, rather than forget thee, O Jeruſalem ! pfexxxvii 
may my Right Hand forget her 3 : T $1 

HE 
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5 Tur Words J have now read give us a Revolu- 
; tion, a Turn of Government very like our own 5 
and it ſhall always make ſuch a Diſpenſation the 
m re Sicred to me, when I ſce it is according to the 
Patern in the Sanfluary. I ſhall take the Service of 
this Text to the Cauſe of Liberty, Two Ways: 

Firſ!, As a Vindication, 

Secondly, As an Account how ſuch a Deſign is 
brought about. "Tis both an Argument of its be- 
ing Lawful, and explains the Way how it comes to 
be Glorious; and the Caſe of Iſrael at their Revolu- 

ion, is ſo very like ours, that I need give you no o- 
ther Application than what is mingled in the Parti- 
culars as we go along. 

Firjt, Take this Text to be a plain and notori- 
ous Atgument that People have a Right in them- 
ſelves to dethrone a Tyrant; One that is in jeſt with 
their Laws, and in earneſt with their Lives, even 

tho' the Man hath been call'd the Lord's Anointed. 
This, every one knows, was the Caſe of Iſra?l, who 

had a King given them by God himſelf: They a 

long while groaned under the Weight of his Cruelty, 

11. and made good what Samuel foretold, They cried to 
3. the Lord in that Day, becauſe 1 the King they had choſen; 
and now, at laſt, they reſolve ro put Life and Li- 

berty upon the ſame Foot, that if both cannot be 

had, both ſhall be loſt: And unleſs you'll ſuppoſe 

that theſe Men ſtand in this Chapter as Rebels, with- 

out the Fear of God before their Eyes; if you be- 

lieve, as any one muſt do, that the whole Action 

appears in this Story as a Thing right and good, 

ail the Parts of the Text may be brought into the Ar- 

gument. If you look to the firſt Verſe, you are 

told of ſome that came to David to Ziklag, whilſt he 

kebr himſelf cloſe, becauſe of Saul the Son of Kiſh, and 

they were among the mighty Men, Helpers of the War; 

you have their Names in the following Verſes, they 

are ritten among the Living in Jeruſalem, that the 

Ages to come may viſe up and call them Bleſſed ; and in 

theſe Words you meet with another Number that 

are joined in the ſame Cauſe. 
Tnar I may lead you into the Argument, I will 
N put my Thoughts undet theſe Three Heads: 1 
1 . Exa- 
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1 Exaniine what Opinion- David himſelf had of 


the Cauſe that theſe Men of Judah and Benjamin came 
tohelp him in. * 

II SHarr, anſwer an Objection or two, and re- 
concile what David did now, to the Scruples he had 
formerly. And, p 

III. Consrptr what the Army themſelves think 
of the Deſign, who came to him, and the rather 
becauſe what they ſay is aſcribed to the Spirit's fallmg 
upon Amaſai, 

I. I Bzcin with David's own Opinion of the 
Cauſe he was now engag'd in; and | hope there is 
no need to anſwer any Inſinuations, that what he 
ſaid was from a private View for himſelf. and his 
own Intereſt - We will no be amuſed by Trifles of 


that Nature, when God hath called him a Ma» after , San xii; 


his own Heart, and called him ſo at the Time that he 14. 


was about to turn off Saul, and transfer the Kingdom. 
to him. He had now been ſeveral Years in a kind 


of Exile, driven out from ab:ding in the Inheritanee of 1 Sam, 
the Lord; and we read ſo much in the Book of I. 19. 


Pſalms, of what paſs'd between God and his Svul 
in the Wilderneſs, and all the Places of Retreat, that 
it muſt be a Maxim with us that he was then in the 
Way of his Duty; ſo that what he faith now to 
the Men that joined him, could be no leſs than the 
folemn Reſult of Conſcience. It behoved him then, 
more than ever, to know that what he did was plea- 
fing in the Sight of God ; and if he did not think it 
Lawful to head an Army againſt his King, he would 
never have been ſo profane as to uſe the Sacred 
Name in the way that he doth ; If ye be come to he'p 
me, my Heart ſhall be knit unto you; but if you be come 
to betray me to mine Enemies, ſeeing there is no Wrong in 
my Hands, the God of our Fatbers look on it, and rebuke it. 
Tuxsx are his Words to the Children of Benjamin 
and Judah, that came to him in the Hold, This Hold 
might be the Cave of Adullam, ot ſome other Place 
of Defence, as we find it is calld, 1 Sam, xxii. 4. 
where you read that David's Father and Mother abede 
with the King of Moab, all the while that he was in the 
Hold : And ſo in the next Verſe, the Prophet Gad 
ſaith to David, Abide not in the Hold: But is is more 
B 2 Pro- 


2 
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2 the Town of Ziklag that had been given 
him by the King of the Philiſtines; there he dwelt 
a full Year and four Mouths, at which Time, they 
that r his Righteons Cauſe had more Opportuni- 
ty of aſſembling to him, than they could have whilſt - 
he was ſtrolling in the Deſart of Judah ; hither, among 
the reſt, the Children of Judeh and Benjamin repair, 
upon the ſame — that others did, to break off 
the Yoke of Saul, and provide themſelves of a better 
King. He hath a little Suſpigion of thoſe that came 
to him from Benjamin, they were of Sau{'s Tribe, and 
retained by Blood and other Bbligations to his Ser- 
vice; ſo that we read,of them, that they were armed 
with Bow, and could uſe both their Right Hand and Left 
in hurling Stones and ſbooting Arrows out of a Bow, even 
Saul s Brethren of Benjamin; he had prefer'd them of 
the Children of Benjamin, the Kindred of Saul three Thou- 
ford, for kitherto the greateſt part of them had kept the 
War of the Houſe of Saul. He thought to have them 
ſure by Places, and argueth to thoſe Principles in 
them that were the deareſt to himſelf; ſor ſome 
there are who have no Influence upon any thing but 
the Vices and Corruption of thoſe they deal with; 
they do not pretend to convince your Reaſon, but 
only make Proviſion for the Fleſh to fulfil the Luſts 
thereof: Thus did the King to his own Family, 
Hear me now, ye Benjamites, will the Son of Jeſſe give eve- 
ry one of you Fields and Vineyards, and make you all Cap- 
rams of Thouſands, and Captains, of Hundreds? And 
yet he was ſuſpicious of them then. Nothing is more 
dreadful to a Tyrant, than Men that will not be 
aw'd by the Court where they live, but dare to 
be good in great Places: Thus were they at leaſt, 
in his Opinion, All of you have conſpired againſt me, 
and there's none that ſbeweth me that my Son hath 
made a League with the Son of Jeſſe, and there's none of 
you is ſorry for me, or ſheweth unto me that my Son hath 
ſtirred up my Sercant againſt me to lie in wait, as at this 
Day. No, they were above taking Honours to tell 
ies; tho' they were born of his Family, and 
had Offices in his Palace, yet not a Soul of them 
will compliment the King with Truth or Conſci- 
ence; thele are dearer to them than any Royal 
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n Commands, and the only Man he could find to his 
* Purpoſe, was Doeg the Edomite : He indeed accuſetn 
7 David and the High Prieſt, and afterwards dips his 
— Hand in the Blood of _— and froe Perſons that 
& - wore a Linen Ephod ; and, like a true Zealot for his 
2 Prince, ſacks the City of the Prieſts, kills Man, and 
„ Woman, and Child, and Suckling: He was before 
F but the Chief 2 Herdſmen, and for ſome notorious 
T Immorality, detained before tbe Lord; but after this 
e. conſummate Wickedneſs, he is preferr'd, and ſet 
d over the Servants of Saul ; that is, from a Ranger of 
* the Foreſt, he is made Steward of the Houſhold. 
d Theſe Benjamites abhorred a Propoſal fo baſe and 
* | vile as the King made to them, and take the firſt 
” 1 to deſert their Maſter. | 
f vr Dawd, who knew their Obligations to Su, 
— could jnot meet them without a little Mixture of 
e Suſpicion, in which he lays down ſeveral Things 
n that are Arguments for the Cauſe of Liberty; If you 
n be come peaceable to me to help me, my Heart ſpall be knit 
e unto you; but if you be come to betray me to mine Ene- 
it mies, ſeeing there is no Wrong in mine Hands, the God of 
5 our Fathers look thereon, and rebuke it:: Where you 
it may obſerve, ö 

＋ 1. He declares himſelf in a State of War; he de- 
7 ſires their Help; he tells them of his Enemies, 


— and who could theſe be but the Men that followed 

5 him 4 Patridge upon the Mountains? He fingles out 

d Saul from all the World, et He tear my Soul like a : 

e Lyon, renting it in pieces, while there is none to deliver; Pal. vu. 2, 
e | him he deſcribeth, behold He travaileth with Iniquity, . 14: 
0 and hath conceived Miſchief, and brought forth Falſbood; 

, and the Vengeance of God upon this Perſon he 

waits to ſee, and promiſed to adore; his Miſchief ver. 16. 


» 

h ſpall return upon his own Head, and his violent Dealing 

77 hall come down upon his own Pate; he'doth not conſi- 

5 | der That Head as under a Crown, but as covered 

is with Guilt ; and then, ſaith he, I will praiſe the ver. 17, 
Wi Lord according to his Righteouſneſs ; I will ſmg Praiſe 

d unto the Name of the Lord moſt high. It could not 

n be underſtood of the Philiſtines, for there he was 

1- received with the utmoſt Aflurance, when Achiſh 

al gave him a City, and ſaid of him, He hath made 1 Sam. 
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biz Prople Tas rely to. abber bes, therefore de 
ſpall 2 ever. They all knew whom 
he meant by his Enemies; tho he very often 
gives Saul his Titles, My Lord the King, and the 
Lord's Anointed, yet there are Times of ſpeaking 
out, and he now repreſents him as Perſon. loſt to 
all Impreſſions of Shame, or Pity, or Juſtice. And 
ſuch Language as this is what other good People 
uſe : Thus, when Abigail meets David, ſhe is guil- 
ty of what ſome now have the Profaneneſs to call 
ſpeaking Evil of Dignities; fhe doth not lay a hard Caſe 
under a Parcel of ſoft and eaſy Words, and tell 
him that it is an Unhappineſs to be out of the 
Royal Favour, but ftill there was no Remedy for 
him beſide Prayers and Tears. No, that would 
have been ſpeaking as one of the fooliſh Women ſpeaketh 3 
but ſhe lays down a venerable and commanding 
1Samxxv. Truth, The Lord will certainly make my Lord a ſure 
28, 29, Houſe, becauſe my Lord fights the Battles of the Lord, 
and Evil hath not been found im thee all thy Days, yet a 
Man is riſen to purſue thee, ang to ſcek thy Soul; but the 
Soul of my Lord ſhall be bound up in the Bundle of Life 
with the Lord thy God, and the Soul of thine Enemies ſpall 
he fling as out of the middle of a Sling. 

HERE is a Decency that ought to be in our Car- 
riage, when we ſpeak to chole whom Providence 
hath ſet over us. Thus doth Paul uſe the Phraſe 
of Moſt Noble Feſius, to one that had told him he 
was mad; but yet theſe Civilities are never to raze 
out a Principle that God hath put into every good 

Pſal.xv. 4. Man, that in his Eyes a vile Perſon is contemned, 7 be. 
lieve the Prophet Eli underſtood as much Non- 

Re ſiſtance as ever was his Duty; and yet you ſee how 

he both ſpeaks and does when an Officer of the King 

| 2 Kings was coming againſt him; ſays he to the Elders, See 
* 8. you how this Son of a Murderer hath fent to take 
away my Head, look, when the Meſſenger comes, ſour 
the Door, and hold him faſt at the Door; is not the Sound 
of his Maſter's Feet behind him ? Thus David calls Saul 
is Enemy, and placeth him in no other View ; and 
I can ſcarce think that any one then would have the 
Confidence to have ſaid that ſuch a Man diſclaimed 
all Imputation of Reſiſtance, No, they came to him 
to 
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to the Hold ; they ſaw him at the Head of an armed f 
Force; he makes no Secret of the Deſign, which he 
certainly would have done, if he thought it had 
been diſobedient to God, and ſcandalous to his 
People; he would never have ſpoke thus, had it 
offended the Generation of his Children, * 

2. Hz repreſents the Juſtice of his Cauſe; it 
was ſuch a one that he claims their Concurrence 
to it; If you be come feaceably. to help me, my Heart 
Hall be knit unto you, He doth not only deſire it 
as a Favour to him, but what he might with Rea- 
ſon expect from every Iſraelite, who underſtood the 
Danger of his Country, and the Way to get out of 
it. Tis a very ſmall matter 'who wears a Crown z 
the World are but little concern'd in the Perſon; but 
it is the moſt extenſi ve Caſe, that he that rules over , Sam- 
Men he juſt, ruling in the fear of the Lord; ſuch a xxiii. 4, f. 
one is as the Light of the Morning, as a Morning with- 
out Clouds, as the render Graſs ſpringing out of the Earth 
by a clear ſhining after Ram ; tis a BI g to live 
under them. But People ought to be guarded a- 
gainſt a Tyrant, the Sons of Belial ſhould be all of them ver. 7, 8. 
as Thorns thruſt away, becauſe they cannot be taken 
with Hands; but the Man that ſhall touch them muſt be 
Fenced with Iron, and the Staff of ia Spear, and they 
ſhall be utterly burnt with Hire in the ſame Plate; to 
change the latter of theſe for the former, was the 
Caſe of their Revolution. *Tis this, both David 
and they had in view; it run thro' all his Pro- 
jects, When I ſoall receive the Congregation, I will judge Pfal. Ixxv. 
nprightly 5 the Earth and all the Inhabitants thereof are 2, 3, 45. 
iſſolved, I bear up the Pillars of it; I ſaid to the Fools, 
deal not fooliſoly, and to the Wicked, lift not up the 
Horn: All the Horns of the Wicked I will cut off, but ori 
the Horns of the Righteous ſhall be exalted : Thus did 
he ſwear to the Lord, and vcw to the God of Jacob. 


. You have his Model of Government, which muſt 


keep a Court clean, and a Kingdom eaſy, I will be- Pfal. ci. 
have my ſelf wiſely in a perfet N ay; O when wilt thou 
come to me 3 I will walk within my Houſe with a per felt 


Heart: I will ſet no wiched thing before my Eyes, 


T hate the Work of them that turn aſide, it ſhall not cleave 
unto me z a froward Heart ſpall . depart from me, I will 
not 
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nor know a wicked Perſon 5; whoſo privily flanders br 
Neighbour,” him will I cut ; him that hath a high 
Look and a proud Heart, will I not ſuffer; mine Eyes 
ſpall be upon the faithful of the Land, that they may 
dwell with me; he that walks in a perfe® Way, he ſhall 
ſerve me; he that works Deceit, ſhall not dwell with- 
in. my Houſe ; he that telleth Lies, ſhall not tarry in 
my Sight ; I will early deſtroy the wicked of the Land, 
that I may cut off all wicked Doers from the City of 
the Lord. How quiet would Nations be, if Princes 
acted according to theſe Rules? 
Savr's Adminiſtration was the reverſe to this ; he 
had no Opinion of any for their Duty to God, or their 
Faithfulneſs to the Publick ; he lov'd a Man that 
would humour his Revenge rather than- one that 
could inlarge his Empire. Thus when the Ziphites 
1 Sam. came to him at Gibeah and told him, doth not David 
xxiii. 19, hide himſelf with us in the ſtrong Holds ? Thou there- 
20, fore, O King, come down according to all the Deſire of thy 
Soul to come down, and our Part ſhall be to deliver hun 
imo the Kng's hands; He is more ſerious to their 
Treachery than he was to all David's Victories. You 
ſee by his Anſwer, what it is that gives a Tyrant the 
chief Raptures, and ſooneſt leads him into his Te 
wer.2 1,22, Peums : Bieſſed be you of the Lord, for you have Com- 
23. paſſion on me; go, I pray you, prepare . and know 
and fee his Place where his Haunt , and who hath ſeen 
him, for it is told me he deals very ſubtilly; ſee therefore 
and take knowledge of all the lurking Places where he hides 
himſelf, and come ye again to me with certainty, and 
I will go with you and it ſba come to paſs, that if he be 
in the Land, I will ſearch him ont the all the Thouſands 
of Judah, This was the Way to Preferment then, 
to rail at the Man whom God had honoured in ſo 
many Battles: Thus ſweet and dear was Reven 
to the King, that he negle&s all Intelligence about 
the Philiſtines, if he can but get it about David; for 
as ſoon as he went upon this Scandalous Expedition, 
a Meſſenger comes in all haſte to tell him that the 
Philiſtines had invaded the Land. Twas time for the 
People to grow weary of ſuch a one, and turn their 
Thoughts another Way; and from the Bondage 
they were in, and the Proſpect they thad of chang- 
ing 
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ing for the better, does David expect that tho the 
were Saul's Kindred, they would be his Friends, Io 
come peaccably to help him, that hu Heart might be knit 
unto them. . 
3. Hz — 1 a Caſe that he hopes they could 
not be guilty of, and that was, betraying him into 
the Hands of his Enemies. You know it was this Suſ- 
* among the Ph:/iſtine Lords, that made them in- 
iſt upon it, that the King ſhould ſend him away 
from their Army; for wherewtth ſball he reconcile him- 
ſelf to his Maſter ? Shall it not be with the Heads of theſe 
Men? And how uneaſy muſt he be in this Strug- 
plc between his Belick that theſe were Men that 
new and purſued the Publick Intereſt, and his 
Fears that having been in a vile Court, they might 5 
come upon ill Defigns? And therefore, 
4. Hx aſſerts the Innocence of his Perſon, as well 
as the Goodneſs of his Deſign; There is no Wrong in 
my Hand. He could ſay That when he had a Sword 
in his Hand drawn to give his Sovereign Battle: He 
2 with a Security in the Cauſe it ſelf, and could 
eſpiſe all thoſe that wou.d call him Rebel or Trai- 
tor; tho' I do not know any ſo likely to do it as 
Doeg the Edomite, whoſe Loyalty I have already given 
you an Account of. This Juſtice the Scripture hath 
done to the Prieſthood of that Age, to tell us that they 
were not Tools of the Court, or Rulers te the Dark- 
neſs of the People; no, they have both the Senſe to 
underſtand the Welfare of H and the Bravery to 
puſh it. Of the Children of Levi four Thouſand and ſix Ver. 162 
Hundred, and Jehoiada was the Leader of the Aaronites, v7, 28. 
and with him three Thouſand and ſeven Hundred; and 
Zadok, a young Man mighty of Va'our, and of his Fathers 
Houſe twenty tro * It ſignifies very little what 
Names thoſe Peop e give to a Cauſe, who never un- 
derſtood it: That need not break in upon the Eaſi- 
neſs that a good Man hath in himſelf; tho th y that 
fit in the Gate ſhould ſpeak againſt hin, and he become the Pal. lxi- 
Song of the Drunkards. The two Tribes and a half 5 
on the other ſide Jordan had the Comfort of an Ap- 
* to Heaven, at a Time that they were miſun- | 
erſtood by their Brethren 3 The Lord God of Gods, the Toſh. xxi'3 * 
Lord God of Gods he knows, * Iſrael he ſball know _ Ld; EE 
Wh 
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* feeling, that his Heart ſmote him when he cut 


Scruple to go out in Battle, to reſiſt unto Blood, ſtrivin 


Ver. 14, 


what we do is not in Rebellion and Tranſgreſſion againſt 
the Lord. 

David was ſo far from a ſeared Conſcience that 2 5 

the 

Skirt of Saul's Garment; and yet now he hath no 


againſt Sin, Theſe Men of Judah and Benjamin, fin 
him in Arms, ſurrounded with his valiant Gadites who 
ſeparated themſelves to him, Men of Might and Men of 
War, fit for the Battle, that could handle Shield and 
Buckler, whoſe Faces were like the Faces of Lyons, and were 
ferifter than Roes upon te Mountains. One of the leaſt 
Captains of the Hoſt was over a Hundred, and the greateſt 
over a Thouſand 3 they had already put to flight them of 
the Valleys to the Eaſt and to the Weſt ; and yet tho 
he was going out againſt his King at the Head of ſo 
great a Force, he could ſay, there is no Wrong in my 
Hands. 

5. If they were come to ſpoil ſo good a Cauſe, he 
appeals to the Vengance of Heaven, The Lord God of 
our Fathers look on it, and rebuke it: Obſerve, he doth not 
ſay the Lord, whoſe Vice-gerent Saul is, whoanointed 
him, who gave you him for a King. Theſe were 
low Confiderations of Providence ; for that is what 
he did in his Anger; but he puts them in Mind of 
that common Intereſt that God had joyned them all 
in, and how many Ages this had continued by his 
Care: He was the God of their Fathers, He could ſee 
thro' all their Diſguiſe ; if they were only pretend- 
ed Friends, He would loo on it ; and tho? they might 
think it out of David's Power to prevent the * 
ry, yet he puts it into the Hands of one who could 
rehuke them: And do you think that he had any Scru- 
ple about the Lawfulneſs of reſiſting Saul, when he 
calls down the great God to avenge him on thoſe that 
hinder it ? Durſt he ſpeak in this Manner of ſuch a 
Crime as would purchaſe to himſelf Damnation? And 
whoſe Opinion ought to be of Value with us, whe- 
ther his, who makes the greateſt Figure in the Old 
Teſtament, or ſome who are plainly enough de- 
{crib'd in the New? That they are raging Waves of the 
Sea, foaming out their own Shame; wandring Stars, whe 
count it Pleaſure to riot in the Day time, Spots and Bie- 
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miſhes, ſporting themſelves with their oun Deceixings, ho Jude 13, 
are gone aſtray after the Error of Balaam for Keward, 14, 15. 


loomg the Ways of Unrighteouſneſ;, begu:lmg unſtable 
Souls, ſpeaking great ſwelling Words of Vanity, who have 
Mens Perſons in Admiration becauſe of Advantage. In this 
you may ſum up the Argument, that David now de- 
clareth, himſelf in a State of War with Saul. He in- 
vites theſe Benjamites into his Cauſe 3 and, tho' he is 
in open Arms againſt the Lord's Anointed, yet he faith 
there is no Wrong in his Hands : Nay, he repreſents their 
betraying him as a Crime againſt Heaven, and tells 
them the God of their Fathers would look, on it, and rebuke 


it. | 

II. Arrxx I have laid out David's Opinion of the 
Cauſe he was in, I will not be very long upon thoſe 
Objections that we often hear of, tho' they each of 
them refer to what he ſaid on a ſudden, and ought 
not to be of the ſame Value with this deliberate ſo- 
lemn Action that we have in the Text. 

Obj. 1. Ox is taken from his Refuſal to let Abi- 
ſhai cut off Saul's Head; and his own Heart ſmi- 
ting him when he took but away a Part of his Gar- 
ment; and giving this as the Reaſon, that none 
could ſtre teh out his Hand againſt the Lord's Anointed, 
and be guiltleſs : But this doth not reach the Caſe 
before us, upon ſevetal Accounts. 

i. ALL that was offer'd to him then was only the 
gratifying a perſonal Revenge. Beho!d the Day is which 
the Lord ſaid unto thee, I will delrvey THINE ENEMY 
into thine Hand that thou mayſt do to him as it ſhall ſeem 

ond to thee, And thus it was the ſecond time, when 
a deep Sleep fell upon them from the Lord, God hath de- 
liver d thine Enemy into thine Hand this Day, let me ſmite 
him with the Spear. This David refus'd, he was of 
another Opinion, and Abiſp4i perhaps was a better 
Soldier than a Judge of Prophecies ; for the Day was 
not come, in which David ſhould be deliver'd from 


1 Sam. 
XXIV. 4. 


his Enemy, he refers himſelf to a further Deciſion ; 


The Lord judge between me and thee, and the Lord avenge 
me of thee but. mine Hand ſhill not be upon thee. And 
thus he tells them, the Lord ſhall ſmite him, or his Day ſhall 
come to die, or he ſhall deſcend into the Battle, and periſh; 


as if he had made no Scrup'e of doing it there. 
C 2 . IP 
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2 Sam. i. 
18. 


Ver. 22, 


＋ 


1 Sam. 
XXIV. 17, 
18, 19. 


2. Ir muſt have thrown the whole Kingdom into 
the greateſt Confuſions to have kill'd him at that 
time, becauſe the People were not come to under- 
ſtand their Intereſt in David, as they did afterwards, 
Saul was then only chargeable with a private Courſe 
of Envy; the Scripture has left this Credit upon his 
Name, 'that tho he was an ill Man, yet for ſome 
Years he had not the Marks of a bad King: He was 
never guilty of betraying em to the Enemy, under 
no Influence from Phe Councils, but kept up the 
Bravery of his People; He bad them teach the Children of 
Judah the Uſe of the Bow. He cloath'd the Daughters of 
Iſrael w th Scarlet and other Delights, and put Ornaments 
of Gold upon their Necks, From1he Blood of the Slain, from 
the Fat of the Mighty, his Sword returned not empty. 
But after his Temper was ſour'd, he run looſe into 
that which de/troys Kings, and therefore there might 
be more Reaſon for Dau d to attack him now than 
there had been before. 

3. Hx had particular Obligations to wait till the 
Promiſes of God to him ſhould take effect. At 
the Time of his going down to Saul there were two 
Things extraordinary 3 Ti, the King and his Army's 
being ina deep Sleep; and, Secovdly, David's know- 
ing it at that Diſtance: Now, when he went to [ce 
a Miracle, he would not allow himſelf in any com- 
mon Act of juſtice; he could eaſily argue, that the God 
who had clos'd the Senſes, could extinguiſh the Life 
of his Enemy, and therefore leaves him in his Hands, 

4. In his Speeches to Sail, he intimates that his 
ſparing him is more than could have been expected, 
which he would not have done had he thought it 
ſo bad as ſome do, Is it any wonder that David 
Mould not purchaſe to himſelf Damnation ? Nay, Saul 
puts it upon no Maxim of Loyalty, does not tell him 
that he had done no more than what every Subject 
was oblig'd to, but is rather ſurprisd at it: Tho 
art more rinhteous than I, for thou haſt rewarded me Good, 
whereas I have rewarded thee Evil: Then haſt ſhown this 
Day, how thou haſt dealt well with me, foraſmuch as 
ar hen the I ord deliver” d me into thine Hand, thou hilledfi 
„t Not 5 if a Man find his Enemy, 20101 he let him £0 z ell 


away ? 
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5. Taz moſt that can ever be argued from this is, 
that David was of adifferent Spirit from thoſe Monarchs, 
who encourage and hire Aſlaſſinations. He hated to 
murder a Man by Proxy, whom he durſt not fight 
in Perſon; He never ſtrove to be Great by a Wick- 
N in the Cave, but by an Appearance in the 
Field. 
6. Tis plain he had all his Thoughts turn'd up- 
on a Reconciliation to Sau, and therefore ventur 
to Ray and talk with him; It is my Voice, my Father, 1 Sam. 
my Lord and King. Wherefore heareſt thou Mens Words NV. 9s 
againſt thy Servant, ſaying, David ſeeks thine Hurt ? See, 11. 
or that I cut off the Skirt of thy Robe, and hilled thee 
not, there is neither Evil nor Tranſgreſſion in my mand, Cha 
and I have not ſinued againſt thee; and again, wherefore . uh 
does my Lord purſue ofer his Servant, for what have I 
done, or what Evil is in my Hands? But now, at laſt, 
Saul had almoſt fill d up the Meaſure of his Iniquity 3 the 
People grew weary of his Oppreſſions, and David 
could have no hopes of living eaſy with one, who 
had harden'd again after ſo many Humiliations: And 
therefore he never Scruples to receive thoſe that 
came to him, as there did a great Company Day by Day, 1 Chron, 
till it was an Hoſt like the Hoſt of God. xi. 22. 
Obj. 2. Another Objection is grounded on his La- 
mentation over Saul's Death ; 'tis not likely he would 
have a#ed what he ſo greatly bewaild. And he or- 
der'd the Amalekite to be ſlain for ſtretching out his 
Hand againſt the Lord's Anointed. And how was 
— conſiſtent with his own being in Arms? I An- 
wer, 
1. Tux Fall of the Army on Mount Gilboa, and 
the Triumph of the Philiſiines over Saul's Body, was 
a Reproach laid upon Iſrael, and it was this he — 
ted: Beſides, he had there loſt his Friend Jonathan, , Sam. i. 
whoſe Love to him was greater than the Love of Wemen ; 26. 
and the Faſt that he and his Army kept was upon a 
very publick Account; they mourn'd and wept until. 
Even for Saul and for Jonathan his Son, and for the Peo- yer, 12. 


ple of the Lord, and for the Houſe of Iſrael, becauſe they 


were fallen by the Sword. 
2. TIs certain he preſs'd with ſome Vehemence 
to go out againſt Sau to Battle, in the Rear of 4- 


chiſh's 
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chiſh's Army; he aflur'd him, thou ſhalt ſee this Day 
what thy Servant can do: Nay, he took more 'Troo 
under his Command at that very Time: There fell 


ſome of Manaſſth to David, when he went with the Phi- 


liftines againſt Saul to Battle. 

3. As for his ordering the Amalekite to be Alain, it 
does not in the leaſt affect this Cauſe ; he was one. 
of that Race whom God had commanded Saul to de- 
ſtroy; and it's likely there was ſome Revenge in 
what the Man did; *tis certain he did it on Purpoſe 
to make his Court to David : I havetaken off the Crown 
and the Bracelets, and have brought em to my Lord. He 
therefore conſiders him as an Enemy to Iſrael, and 
not as a Rebel againſt Sau; for, in that Senſe, the 
Argument did not belong to him : How waſt thou not 
afraid to ſtretch out thine Hand againſ the Lord's Anoint- 
ed? God had not anointed Sau! for his Ruler; this 
Amalek te was not ſubje& to him, and therefore Da- 
vid in condemning him, does but puniſh one of an 
accurſed Nation, a known Adverſary to his People, 
a Thief and a Murderer: And he ſhew'd a true 
Greatneſs of Spirit, not to owe his Throne to Hea- 
thens and Ruffians. 

III. Having gone thro' David's Opinion of his 
Cauſe, and taken off the Force of thoſe Objections 
that are rais'd againſt it, I go on to the Anſwer that 
was made him by thoſe brave Souls who came to joyn 
him. Then the Spirit came upon Amaſai, who was the 
Chief of the Captains, and he ſaid, Thine are we, David, 
and on thy ſide, thou Son of Jeſſe, Peace, Peace be unto thee, 
and Peace be to thine Helpers ;, for thy God helpeth thee. 
That the Cauſe was as clear to them, as it had been 
to him appears in every particular of this Sentence. 

1. The Man that ſpeaks for em is Amaſat, the Chief 
of the Captains. There was no need to call it, as ſome 

ave done a Deſign of the like Nature, an advan- 
eing the Power of the Mob: Here's a Man of the firit 
Rank, that takes upon him to deliver the r__m— 
Senſe of thoſe that were under his Command ; and 
do you think that he who liv'd in a Court could be 
ignorant of Loyalty ?, Doubtleſs, there was no Man 
in Iſrael that better underſtood, how much Obedience 
was 
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was owing to Saul, and what Conſcience had to do 


with an unrighteous Command. 
I CovLDd not forbear this Note, it hits ſo exactly 


to a Circumſtance of our Revolution. Tho! we have 


a late Spawn of Writers, who 13 * that great 
ork as only the rolling of a Multitude ; yer it's 
well known that Perſons of the firſt Quality invited 


the Prince of Orange over. The ns call'd, The Ad- 


dreſs of the Engliſh Proteſtants, was ſign'd by Dr. Sau- 
croft, Arch- biſhop of Canterbury, and the greateſt 
Part of that Order, which ſhow'd what Spirit they 
were of in the Time of their Danger; and it is of lit- 
tle Value with me, that.they who made no Scruple 
to pray to a Prince, ſhould make any to ſwear to him. 
Our Nobility and Gentry all over the Nation de- 
clar'd the Right that was in 'em not to be undone, 
and flock'd in to their Deliverer, in the Manner that 
thoſe Forces did to David. Nay, that which gave 
the greateſt Figure to the Defign was, that the pre- 
ſent Queen and - late Conſort, Prince George of Den- 
mark lov'd their Religion and Country, x £2 any 
Ties of Blood ; Her Majeſty n to 2 glorious at 
Nottingham, (as an Earneit whaMer Name ſhould be 
in Germany and Flanders) by leading thoſe People as a 
General, which ſhe ſhould afterwards command as a 
Sovereign: She then appear'd in the beſt Character 


of Levi, who ſaid to his Father and to his Mother, I have Deut. + 
not ſeen him, neither did he acknowledge his Brethren, nor AA. 9. 


knew his own Children, And tho' there are ſome who 
leaſe themſelves with a Phraſe of thanking God that 
we had no Hand in it, yet we are met this Day to 


thank our God that Others had. Our Hearts are to- Judg. v. 9. - 


wards the Governors of Iſrael who willingly offer d them- 
ſelves among the People, praiſe ye the Lord. And it's 
Pity that they who hate the Principles of this Cauſe, 
ſhould roll in the Profits. But there is ſomethi 
greater may be ſaid of Amaſai than that he was the 
Chief _ Captains ; for, 

2. IHE Spirit came upon him. J own, That a remark- 
able ſhare of Wiſdom and Courage ſhall go by this 
Name in Scripture ; and this is what we are to un- 
derſtand by God's gi ving Saul another Heart : But 
there ſeems to be more deſign'd by it here, _ 

cau 
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cauſe he ſpeaks of God's helping David, and that Prace 
would be to the Men who did ſo too. So that we are 
to take it for an uncommon Impulſe, that ſhould 
both tell him what would be, and warm him to 
purſue it. "Twas a Spirit of Wiſdom and Underſtand- 
eng, of Counſel and Might, and this comes from the 

Lord, who is excellent in Counſel, and wonderful in Work- 

ing. Now, can we think his Spirit would ſtamp a 

Rebellion, or ſet his Seal to that which is a damn- 

ing Sin ? Indeed, a Man that can call the Operati- 

ons of the Spirit Mechanical, may call Duty and Sin 

ſo too, and thus add Nonſence to his Blaſphemy 3 
but they that know with what a Reverence theſe 

Things are ſpoke of in Scripture, will never doubt 

the Lawhulteſs of a Cauſe that is thus recom- 
Fel, vii, mended ;3 they will conſider the Work of God, that 
13, none can mak: that crooked that he has mad: flreight. 

3. Hz aſſures him of their Union to him in ſuch 

Words as are laid down with the greateſt Evi- 

iq dence and Beauty : 'Thine are we, David, and on thy 

fide, thou Son of Jeſſe; which he would never have 

| ſaid; if he thoughWhere was any Wrong in his Hands. 

4 Theſe People i not only approve of his Deſigns, 

Nv but venture themſelves upon that Bottom 5 tho” 

3 ou know the Hazard was no leſs than of their Lives. 

1 He ſpeaks of his Heart being knit to them; and they, 

7 in return, mingle thus with him; they profeſs 

1 themſelves to be his, with his Perſon, and in his 

4 Cauſe ; his and theirs was to be a common Dan- 
ger. Nay, 

4. Hz pronounces a Bleſſing upon the Deſign, 
and thoſe that were engag'd in it: Peace, Peace be 
unto thee, as the chief Leader in this noble Cauſe, 
and Peace be unto thine Helpers. This may be con- 
ſider'd as a Wiſh; they deſir'd he might have 
Succeſs, which they durſt not have done under 
any Scruple of its being lawful.” Bidding a Man 
God-ſpeed, that is, procuring to himſelf Damna- 
tion, is being Partaker of his Evil Deeds, But be- 
fides, this may be taken ſor a Prophecy; the 
carried an Aſſurance in em, that the Deſign —_ 


do, and make its Way thro' the Fences of Ty- 
ranny 
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tanny ; and the Reaſon they give. for it, comes 
in the laſt Place, | 
J. For thy God helpeth thee: And how Profane 
would it be to lay ſuch an Afertion as this u 
on an Unrighteous Act? Would they dare to 27 
that God has. Felleuſbip with Iniguity? That he is | 
Confederate with Rebels againſt his own Anointed ? 
No, but they knew, and ſo may every one elſe 
thatreads the Bible with any Care, that all Govern- 
ment is for the Good of that ate under it; | 
and not merely for the Glitter and Vanity of - 
them that are in it: And therefore, when the 
Greatneſs of fingle Perſons is founded on the 
Ruin of Communities, the Primitive Inſtitution is 
defeated ; it is no longer of God, and ceaſes to 
have any buſineſs with Conſcience. David and A 
maſai, and all this Revolution-Army, knew well 
enough that a great deal of Duty was owing to 
Saul, as the Lord's Anointed ; that whilſt he rul'd 
according to Law, the Perſon that diſobey'd him, 
incurr'd a Penalty; but they could diſtinguiſh, as 
we in the Goſpel may better do, between living 1 Per. ir. 
to the Luſts of Men, and to the Mill of God. 1, 2. 
Tun were ſeveral of God's own Inftitutions 
that David broke in upon without being guilty z as, 
his eating the Shew-bread, of which our Saviour ſays 
it was not lawful for him to eat it, nor thoſe that were 
with him, but only for the Prieſts : And yet he could tell 
Abimelech, that the Bread was in a manner common, tho 1 Sam. xx. 
it had been —— that Day in the Veſſels, which Chriſt 5 
puts upon nothing elſe, but his being hungry. 80 a- 
gain, he took away the Weapon that had been laid ä 
up before the Lord, behind the Ephod, the Sword of ver. 3. 
Goliah the Philiſtine, which ſome would have the 
Ignorance to call Sacrilege. But the Reaſon was, 
he wanted theſe Things; and mere Ceremonial 
Laws, tho' they were of God's own making, give way 
to Neceſſity. Thus, they knew that Kings were 
call'd gods, as well as we and yet they could | 
complain, How long will Fo judge unjuſtly, and accepe Pal xxx. 
the Perſons of the Wicked ? Nay, perhaps 22 r, 2. 
think em the great Execution <P 
have ſaid (that is, the Palme ſaid) ye are gods, _ 6, 7. 
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ye ſhall die like Men, and fall like one of the Princes. 

The Title of god, as applied to a Creature, is far 
from making it irreſiſtible z becauſe the Devil is cal- 
2 Cor. iv.. led the od of this World, and we are to reſiſt him, 
1 Pet. v.9. being le onr Faith. | | | 

(2.) TuxRx is another uſe of theſe Words, and 
that is, not only to Prove the Cauſe of Liberty, 
but Explain the Wa how it becomes Glorious; and 
this may be for the ä — of thoſe who are 
waiting for the Conſolation of Iſrael. 1 would from the 
Text obſerve to you, 

1. Tyar the Intereſt of Liberty may run very 
low for a long Time, and have all its Courſe under 
Ground. The Perſons that reſolve to offer it up in 

Pfal.lxxiii, Sacrifice, may have mere than Heart can wiſh, ſet their 
7, 9. Mouths againſt the Heavens, and let their Tongues go 
thro) the Earth: And ſuch as fayour that Righteous 
Cauſe, of whom the World is not worthy, be treated as 
the off-ſcouring 9g all Things. Thus it was with 
David; Saul fix'd him in his Envy, which put on all 
the Forms of Injuſtice ; removing him from kia Com- 
mand in the Army, where his Name was much ſet by, 
attempting to ſtab him, perſwading his Wife to 
murder him, chafing him at the Head of great 
Numbers; and this, after he had deſerved ſo well 
1 Sam. xx. Of the Crown, when he put his Life in his Hand, and 
<. flew the | hiliſtine. 1 
Prov.xxix. Tis a true Obſervation, that if a Ruler hearken to 
12. Lies, all his Servants are wicked. Such a King would 
ſoon find Men to his Purpoſe. The Ziphites betray 
the poor Exile, that hid hemſclf in their Woods. Nabal _ 
denies him Bread, tho' he had for ſome Time guard- 
ed his Flocks : But the molt ungrateful Part of all 
was, what the Men of Keilah acted when he had 
faved them from the Philiſtines, who came to rob their 
Threſhing-Floors ; yet God tells him thoſe ſordid 
Creatures would give him up to Saul, ; 

THERE'sa great deal of Reaſon why there ſhould be 
a ſeeming Death upon the Cauſe of God; 'tis to engage 
the more Prayer and Holineſs ; to make People under- 
ſtand the common Intereſt better than they would do, 
and to ſet off the Deliverance,when it comes, that, as it 

is the Deirg of the Lord, it may be mayvelous in our Eyes; 


tis 
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tis alſo to diſtinguiſh between thoſe whoſe Zeal for 


the Publick is only to be 4 Gainers by it, and 


ſuch as prefer Jeruſalem ove their chiefeſt Joy; and 


— 


it may be to give Sinners room for filling up the Mea- Pial. vit. 


ſure of their Iniquities, that the Wickedneſs of the wicked 
may come to an End, and Providence eftablih the Juſt : 
For theſe and ſeveral other Reaſons, may the Cauſe 
of God and the Liberties of his People be a long while 
embarraſs'd: But, 

2. You may further obſerve that the Counſel of the 


Lord ſhall ſtand, and the Purpoſe of his Heart be eſtabliſh'd. 


David had ſome private Encouragements which he 
livd upon, when it was dangerous for any to own 


him. Abigail tells him, that God would build him a 1 Sam. 
fer K Houſe, becauſe he fought the Battles of the Lord. xxiii. 16, 


Nay, Jonathan went into the Wood, and ſtrengthens his 17. 


Hands in God; Theu, ſays he, ſbalt be King over Iſrael, 
and that Saul my Fatber knows: Which was true e- 
nough; for he himſelf confeſſeth it: Tis extorted 


from him, when he ſays, Thou art righteous my Son ch. xxiv. 20. 


David, for I have played the Fool and erred exceedingly, 
and now I know that thou ſalt be King, and the Kingdom 
of Iſrael eftabliſh'd in thine Hand. Saul's Deſign was to 
et aſide the Succeſſion, that God appointed; he had 
forfeited for himſelf and all his Poſterity, The King- 
dom was rent from him; and given to a Neighbour = 
was better than he, And yet he has the Vanity to tell 
his Son of an Hereditary Right, tho” at the ſame 
Time he calls him the Son of a perverſe rebellious Mo- 


man, Haſt not thou, = he, choſen the Son of Jeſſe to 1 Sam. xx, 


thine own Confuſton, for 
thou ſhalt not be eftabliſh'd in thy Kingdom. | 
InDEED we may think, there was ſo little Appea- 
rance of haying things turn well, that it is a Won- 
der David would ever attempt it. His Army at firſt 


o long as he lives upon the Ground, 30. 


were as mean for Quality as for Number. Every one ch. xxii. 2 


. that was in Diftreſs, and N one that was in Debt, and 


every one that was diſcontented gather d themſelves unto him, 
and he became a Captain over t hem, and there were with 
him about four hundred Men: And yet with this un- 


likely Handful, does he put himſelf into the Way of 


the Promiſe ; for then he does not deſpair, but went 


to the King of Moab with this Petition, Let, I pray thee, ver. 3. 
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my Father and my Mother be with you, till T know what 
od will do for me, Thus he was kept in Heart, till the 
ſet time for God to favour him came; and thoſe Perſons 
are in the Way of their Duty, who don't give up a 
Cauſe for all the bad Symptoms that are upon it. 
Pal. xciv. They know that Judgment vill return unto Rightconſneſs, 
15. all t he upright in Heart will follow after it. 
3. Tnar which looks ſo mean is to be glorious, 
Indeed, David had the Promiſe of a Kingdom; We 
have nothing ſo very particular in our Caſe: But, 
pm = Covenant that is made you — _ 
Rev. xxii. is call'd the Root and Off-ſpring of David: "Tis, that 
I6. he ſhall be Head over 7. Laas, 4. his Church; that 
b. i, 22. his Enemies are to bow before him, and lick the Duſt ; that 
. XX. none of em fall be able to keep alive his own Soul, but a 
2.9, 3% _ Seed ſball ſerve him, and ſuch as are accounted to the Lord 
Rey, xi. for a Generation. In order to this, when He takes to 
18. himſelf his great Power and reigns, He will deſtroy them 
that deſtroy the Earth. Theſe are Tn we are ſure 
Plal. cx.4. of; the Lord has ſworn to him, and will not repent it, 
thou art a Prieft for ever. 
Tux gent Enemy of his Intereſt is not an Heathen 
Power, but ſomething that goes by his Name, and is 
.. called Chriſtian. Babylon the Mother of Wi; 3 
Rev. xv. and Abominations in the midſt of the Earth. And this 
| * is to come tumbling down from the laſt Degrees of 
| : ck xvii. 7, Pride and — How much ſbe has glorified her 
| e 


*— 


3 


8. ſelf and livd deliciouſly, ſo much Torment and Sorrow 
| give her, for ſbe has ſaid in her Heart, I fit a Queen and 
| am no Widow, and ſhall fee no Sorrow ; therefore ſhall hey 

1 Plagues come in one Day, Death and Mourning and Fa- 

| | mine; ſhe ſhall utterly be burnt with Fire, for SR” 

BW Lord God who judgeth her. Tis not for us to 0 

| when the End of theſe Things will be; but ha is 

the Perſon that comes out © her, who is not 9 of 

4: her Sms, and does not help her to be t, but ra- 
4 Dan. zi. ther reftefies againſt her; lach an one ſhall reſt in his 

| I 3. Lot at he End of the Day. - 

4. You may obſerve, in the laſt Place, that when 
the Spirit of the Lord comes upon a People, it will 

| we a glorious Revival to the Cauſe that s to be 

a this I mean not only a religious Temper, 

2 Holineſs of Heart and Life, but a Wiſdom =_ 

| WI 
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will form and a Courage that will dare to 
follow em. This will at any Time be able to retrieve 
what ſeems impoſſible in a common Way. For, 
1. Ir eſtabliſhes a Union among the People who 


engage for this Cauſe. Till Men have their Hearts 
extended beyond a private Intereſt, they will not be 


--honour'd with os our Breaches and reſtoring Paths Iſa. lviii, 


to dwell in. David 
View, which the Army that join'd him were con- 
ſcious to. It was this that knit his Heart to them, 
and embodied them with him. Thine are we David, 
and on thy fide thou Son of If But how different is 
the La e of the ten Tribes to his Grandſon ? 


When his Notions of Empire are = to make him- 


ſelf great and his People little; he loſes their Hearts, 


the Happineſs of Iſrael in his 12. 


— 


ey had loſt his : What Portion have we in David, 1 Kings 


and what Inheritance in the Son of Jeſſe, every Max to Xii. 16. 


his Tents, O Tjrael, now David ſee to thine own _ 
Tux of an uniting Spirit is what they found 


at their Revolution. Its ſaid of Zebulun that they were 1 Chron, 
not of a double Heart; and of the whole Army, that xi. 33. 
theſe were Men of War, and could heep Rank, and came ver, 38. 


with a Heart to Hebron to make Darcid King over 
all Ifrael; and all the veſt of Iſrael were of one Heart to 
make David King. It has always been the Artifice of 
Enemies to work up private Views and Paſſions as 
high as they could, and daſh one good Man againft 
another. "Thus they endeavour to weaken an In- 
tereſt, which when it is eſtabliſh'd will cruſh em to 
irit comes upon 4 People, 
they will ſee both the Foll of their own Animoſities, 
and the Villany of thoſe that prompted em. Judah 
will no longer vex Ephraim, nor Ephraim envy Judah, 
but they ſhall have the ſame Zeal to unite, thatthey 
once had to differ. . 

2. Axotnta Glory of this Cauſe is, that it is 
carried on with a mighty Senſe of God the 
Hearts of Men ; of Him as a Sovereign, and of him as 
a Friend. Tis to this that Amaſa refers all his good 
Wiſhes to David's Friends, and all his in the 
Defign it ſelf; Peace, Peace be unto thee, and Peace be 
to thy Helpers, for thy God helpeth thee, Nor is there 
any Thing that inſpires more Courage into _ 
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of People, than this Belief that they Wade the 
Lord's Battles; and therefore He, for whoſe Sake 
they came into Dangers, is able to lead em thro. 
All the other Principles of War are of a lower Sort; 
the Juſtice of a Caue, the Gains of a Conqueſt may 
have a great Influence upon - thoſe that look no 
further than themſelves; but to think of an Omni- 
pony that is Confederate with you, leads up the 
Meditation to ſomething above. There's no Perſon 
ſo equal to the Hazards of a Battle, as one that has 
good hope t hr Grace that all is ſecure for his Soul on 
the other fide ; that to fall is to die but once, and then 
to live for ever. And beſides, ſuch People are ated 


eb. xi, by a Faith that out of Weakneſs can make ſtrong, and 


34- 


has turn'd to flight the Armies of the Aliens: And no 
wonder when they correſpond with the God of the 
Sp'r:ts of all Fleſh, with him who has the Stores of 
Nature as well as Grace; It makes 'em go into the 
Field with a Divinity in their Reſolutions ; they 


Iſa. xxxiv. bath their Sword in Heaven, as God himſelf ſays he 


5 


would do; it takes a celeftial Edge: They are 


Jud. v. helping the Lord againſt the mighty ; One who has 


23, 


cluim'd ſuch a Concern in the War, as to call him- 
ſelf the God of the Armies of Iſrael. 

AnD it is this that we now want; we have too 
long truſted in an Arm of Fleſh, and had our Reli- 
anc2 upon nothing greater than the Courage and 
Wiſdom of Men. God has ſhown us the Vanity of 
all this, by denying his Bleſſing to the beſt Councils, 
and nobleſt Attempts ; and by ſuffering little dirty 
Factions to confound the moſt honourable Schemes 
that ever were laid: He has let us ſee that all our 
Deſi zus can only ſucceed by his Providence; and 
when it pleaſes * who has the Reſidue of the Spirit, to 
give it ſuch a Diffaſion amongſt us, that People ſhall 
flaw to their Daty, be tender of his Honour, not 
dire to profane his Nime, or negle& his Worſhip; 
when he ſhows em the Way to their Senſes, an 
the Value of their Souls, it will ſoon give ſuch a 


Pfal. cvii. Tarn, that the Righteous . ſee it, and rejoice, and Ini- 


43. 


quity for ever flop her Muth. The Jews complain d, 
that their Preparations, niy, their very Succeſſes 


Iſz, xxvi. came to nothing, We hav? been with Child; we have 


18. 


been 
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been in Pain, we have as it were brought ſort h Wind, ve 
have not wrought any Deliverance in the Earth, ne ther 
have the Inhabitants of the World fallen. But this Cauſe 
was to be fetch d out of its Grave, and therefore he 
ſpeaks of it in the Terms of à Reſurrection, ver. 19. 
dead Men ſhall live, together with my dead 
Body ſball they ariſe; awake and ſing, ye that dwell + 
in the Duſt 3 thy Deu is as the Deu of Herbs, and 
the Earth ſhall caſt out her Dead. 
Ir you ask what we can pretend to, as a Pa- 
rallel to this that ' Amaſai ſaid, Thy God helps thee ? 
Upon what Cauſe and People can we lay ſo great a 
Promiſe ? I muſt only anſwer in the general, and 
leave you to fit the Deſcriptions. 
Tux Intereſt that he maintains, always takes in- 
to it à Political Equity; He ſits in the 'Throne judg. Pal. ix. 9. 
ing Right. He wil wy any want of Integrity 
in any publick Leagues and Covenants. David was 
ſo ſenſible of this, that had he been guilty, it would 
have made him deſpair of Mercy. I have rewarded pril. vii. 4 
Evil to him that was at Peace with me, let the Enemy per- 4. 5. 
ſecure my Soul and take it ;let him tread down my Life up- 
on the Earth, and lay mine Honour in the Duft. A Na- 
tional Truth is ſo great a Duty in the Sight of God, 
that you ſee how he deals with the King of Judah for 
his Violation of it, tho' it was to one that had con- 
quer'd him. He ſent his Ambaſſadors to Egypt, that he Ezek. xvii. 
might give him Horſes and much People 5, ſpall he proſper, 15. 
ſhall he eſcape that does ſuch Things 2 Or hall he break the 
Covenant, and be deliver d? Seeing he has deſpisd the 
Oath, by breaking the Covenant, when lo he had given hu 
Hand, and has done all theſe Things, he ſhall not eſcape. 
It fell heavy upon Jehoſaphat, that he had helped the 2 Chron, 
Ungodly, and join'd with them that hated the Lord. XX. 2. 
Ac Arx, The Cauſe of God muſt be that of Reli- 
gion ; by which I mean, not what Man would make 
it, but what ChRISTH has left it, The Faith that was Jude iu. 
once aclroe;*d'to the Saints: And therefore, any Agree- 
ments that give Power to the Beaſt and the falſe Prophet, 
and make it harder with diſtreſſed Proteſtants, can- i 
not be His. He blames thoſe in frac! who daub Exek. $i. 
'with untemper'd Morter 3 to wit, the Prophets, that ſaw *5> * 
Viſion, of Peace for Jeruſalem, and there was na Place; 
with 
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with their Lies they had made the Heart of the Righteous 
ver. 22. ſad, whom he would not have mad: ſad, and ſtrengthuad 
the Hands of the Wicked, that he not return fron 
his wicked Way, by promiſmg him Life. But when 
Pal. cxxli. there are any who ſeek the Peace of Jeruſalem, for their 
8, 9. Brethren and Companions Sakes, and for the Houſe of the 
Lord our God ; when their Prayers, their Wiſhes, 
their Zeal include the Rights of Nations, and the 
Quiet of Conſcience, the Liberry we have as Men, 
and the Religion we ſhould have as Chriſtians ; Peace 
be to ſuch Helpers, for our God will help 'em. 
3. You obſerve theſe Men were immediately ad- 
vanc'd ; Then, David, recein'd em, and made em Captains 
of the Fand. He wanted no other Recommendation 
of 'em, than what appear'd in this noble Anſwer, that 
they were firm to the God of their Fathers, and to the 
Cauſe he now eſpous d: And that Nation, one wou'd 
think, was in Loye with Shackles, that will deny it 
ſelf the Help of thoſe that are every Way capable, 
or throw any Teſt or Bar upon the Public Ia » 4 
4. Wren the Cauſe is fo fill'd with Zeal, and ſpi- 
rited from Above, it will mike its Way thro' all the 
Wrath of Man. I don't queſtion but Doeg the Edo- 
mite was in full Favour after ſo much Falſhood and 
Blood. Tho' every one believed him a Sinner, 
yet few would have the Courage totell him fo. But 
what would become of him, in the grand Revolt of 
the Tribes? Hiſtory indeed is filent upon this Head, 
but Prophecy is not; and we may ſuppoſe what David 
foreſaw came all true: He writ the 52d Pſalm, when 
Doeg came to Su, and there he ſcores out his Fate; 
Pfal. li. 5, God ſhall deſtroy thee for ever; he ſpall take thee away, and 
6, 7. pluck thee ent of thy Dꝛvelling- place, and root thee out of 
the Land of the Living; the Righteous ſhall ſee and fear, 
and ſhull laugh at him ; Lo, this is the Man that made 
»ot Gad his Strength, but uſted In the Abundance of his 
Riches, and ſtrengthen'd himſelf in his Wickedneſs. Ama- 
ſai and the reſt of theſe mighty Men promis'd them- 
ſelves a Peace by helping David againſt the Perſons 
who had entangled the Publick Affairs. And a 
neglect of thoſe Executions that were owing to an 
- injur'd People, entaild a Famine upon the Kingdom 
Sm. three Years: This was for Saul and his bloody Hane, 
XXi. 1. becauſe 
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of the Lord to be turned away, till ſeven of his Sons ver. 6, 


were hang'd up in Gibeah. 
Tu Schemes of Wickedneſs are unrayel'd at 


once, when this Spirit comes upon a People; and 


Juch an Overthrow of Tyranny do we commemorate 
this Day. Some of you can remember the popular 
Fears that run thro the Nation in a late Reign; and 
there was Ground enough for em, when a: lewd 
Prieſt fat in the Council; when Judges told you from 
the Bench, ' that' your Laws were the King's, and 
Preachers from the Pulpit, that your Lives were his'; 
and Ir; Dragoons were ready to make Application 


of that Doctr ine. But Gov, in Mercy to Great-Bri- 


tain, ſuffer'd the King to periſh by his own Devices, 


who had got nothing but the Fumes ot N 
his Head, and the Spirit of it in his Heart: In a 


little time he brought himſelf to the Caſe of that 
Prince of whom we read : The Women of the Houſe 


Jer. 


Hall ſay, thy Friends have ſet thee; on, and prevaiÞd -a-xxviii. 22. 


gainſi thee; thy Feet are ſunk in the Mire, and they are 


turned away back, It pleas'd a wiſe and gracious Pro- 
vidence to raiſe us up a Delpverer, and a great one, 


whom the People met with Hofannahs, bleſſing him 
that cameoto ſave em in the Name of the Lord. 


happy Turn we owe the preſent Government, 
and the Succeſſion of a Family to theſe Crowns, 


which gives us Hopes for the Ages that come after 


us. Let a Cauſe ſo good keep us zealous and ſteady 
to it in all its Branches. Peace, Peace be to the De- 


ſign, and Peace be to its Helpers, for our God will help'em, 
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the Day of our Happy Revolution; for the” Years 


Wh. 


1700, 1701, 1702, 1703, and 1704. 

The Welfare of Iſrael, confidet'd + In Two Sctmdnd} 
the Filth of November, 1705. and 126. 

The Divine Right of the Revolutioſ : In Two Scrmeats 
on the Fifth of November, 1707, and: 1708; - L 

Theocracy + Or, The Government of the Jus . 


ſider'd and apply d to the n 1688. 
Nov. 5. 1210. 

The Afs ; Or, The Serpent, . a. Compariſon 8 "IN 
Tribes of Iſachar and Dan, in their Regard tor Gvil Lang. 
November 5. 1712. 

Steadineſs in Religion, recommended frocothe Exampleof 
Daniel, under the Decree of Davide. : : Ig 2 n, 

| Munch 23. 2 P back Ordi of 
| A Conteſhon, of Fah, ;a the- u ination 
Thomas Bradbury... Landon; July 10. 170%. 

Readineſs for R e urg 0d from our not knowing the 

Time of it: In a Seripn Sessbon d by, the Death, 85 Mr. 


Noreric h Salisbury, Re, wum 
a The Chriſtians Toa fit his Cuff. 


HE tt Ea he A Body, TORT with 
* Twenty APs r Plates of the woſt couſiderd- 
. Pars * "in ache. after che Life. By Mr. Cheſeldeh, | 
Fellow ef the Royal society. ! 
A Jupplemem to the Knimedverfions on Dr. Clarke's 
Scripture Pcctrine of the Trinity, herein it is probahly 
ather d from Seriptuxe and Keaſon, and che Teſlimony of 
— ot the Fathers, Thar there is no Subordination in the 
Holy Trinity, and that the Son of Gop is Seli-Exiſtent as 
well as the Father. Humbly offer'd to the Conſideration 
of the Learned and Judicious : With a Defence of- the 
Liturgy 6f our Churkk againſt N groſs Miſinter- 
retations of ſeveral Palages i in By John Edwards, 
D. 
practical Diſcourſes concerning Hearing the Word. By 
ſeycral Miniſters, viz. Mr. Bradbury, &c. 
A Method for Prayer, with Scripture Expreſſi ons ike F 
to be uſed under each Wes. By Matthew Henry, Min 
of the Goppel. 
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